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Finding Primary Sources for Your Classroom
 
Primary sources from the Library of Congress can meet the needs of teachers in many different learning situations. In each of the blanks on this page, fill in the primary sources that would make the biggest difference in your classroom. 
 
Then, print or save this PDF to use as a quick reference guide to the Library's primary sources.
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Finding Primary Sources
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/finding.html 
Starting points for finding primary sources quickly.
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Primary Source Sets 
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets 
Primary source sets offer a selection of primary sources relating to a specific topic, easy-to-print PDFs, background information and tools to guide student analysis. 
 Think of your teaching activities.  What primary source set will be useful to you?
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Primary Sources by State 
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/states 
Looking for primary sources relating to the fifty states, the District of Columbia or the US territories? Browse this sampling of the Library of Congress resources, organized by state.
Select one item related to your state from the Primary Sources by State.  How might you incorporate it into learning activities? 
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Today in History 
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/today/today.html
Today in History features information on a specific event or events in history. At the bottom of each narrative are suggestions for collections to search for additional primary sources. 
.\thumbnails\Image6.jpg
American Memory
http://memory.loc.gov/ 
American history and culture presented through historical maps, photos, documents, audio and video. 
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Topics in Chronicling America 
http://www.loc.gov/rr/news/topics/topics.html
Chronicling America provides free access to more than a million historical American newspaper pages. Listed here are topics widely covered in the American press at the time of the event.
Use the topic list or search for an article that might be of interest to your students. Can you think of colleagues who might be able to use it, too?
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Veterans History Project
http://www.loc.gov/vets/
The Veterans History Project collects, preserves, and makes accessible the personal accounts of American war veterans.
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Exhibitions
http://www.loc.gov/exhibits/
Digitized versions of the Library's physical exhibitions bring the Library's unparalleled collections to life.
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World Digital Library
http://www.wdl.org/en/ 
This cooperative project brings together rare and unique documents – books, journals, manuscripts, maps, prints and photographs, films, and sound recordings – that tell the story of the world's cultures.
 Browse or search to find an item that you can incorporate into a learning activity.
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Ask a Librarian  
http://www.loc.gov/rr/askalib/
If you are stuck and can't find what you are looking for, remember that you can send a reference question to one of the Library of Congress reference librarians.
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American Memory Timeline 
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/presentationsandactivities/presentations/timeline/
Provides an overview of events by historical era, with links to primary sources from the American Memory online collections. 
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Flickr  
http://www.flickr.com/photos/library_of_congress/ 
Explore the Library of Congress on Flickr to locate and interact with thousands of visual primary sources with no known copyright restrictions.
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Lists of Images on Popular Topics  
http://www.loc.gov/rr/print/list/listguid.html
Looking for images to use in classroom activities? Try searching these selected sets of images covering a variety of different topics. 
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Places in the News  
http://www.loc.gov/today/placesinthenews/
Looking for current maps and information on places around the world? You can access recent maps and information on places highlighted in current events. 
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Web Guides 
http://www.loc.gov/rr/program/bib/bibguide.html 
Created by the Library's Digital Reference Section, the web guides provide links to resources on and outside of the Library of Congress website for a wide variety of topics of interest. 
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YouTube 
http://www.youtube.com/libraryofcongress 
Find and view selected primary source videos from the Library's vast collections.
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